
The Food and Environment Research Agency’s overarching purpose is to support and develop a sustainable food chain, a healthy natural 
environment, and to protect the global community from biological and chemical risks. The Agency employs over 700 scientists and 
experts and works with over 1000 partners in 102 countries world-wide.  

The purpose of this job is to implement a Bee Health Inspection programme on behalf of the Department for Environment, Food and Rural 
Affairs (DEFRA), the Veterinary Medicines Directorate (VMD) and the Welsh Government for specific inspection areas. 

Reporting to the Regional Bee Inspector, duties include organising and conducting the inspection of honey bee colonies for diseases 
currently the subject of EU or UK statutory regulations, e.g. foul brood and small hive beetle; assisting the work of the National Bee Unit 
(NBU) for the Wildlife Incident Investigation Scheme (bee poisoning incidents) and assisting with research projects; Collecting Statutory 
Honey Samples for the VMD National Residues Surveillance Scheme, forwarding samples of hive material from suspect diseased colonies 
to the NBU laboratory for diagnosis and issuing standstill notices on apiary sites from which suspect diseased material has been removed. 
The Seasonal Bee Inspector will also treat or destroy diseased colonies in accordance with the recommendations of the NBU Laboratory 
and maintain accurate and up-to-date apiary inspection records for a given geographical area of work. 

Whilst full training will be given - Candidates must have experience in the field of beekeeping and be able to evidence strong practical 
beekeeping skills, and also an in-depth knowledge of bee diseases and exotic bee pests and their control. Candidates must possess 
effective communication skills as some Training & Extension work with beekeepers and Beekeeper groups is an inherent part of the role of 
Seasonal Bee Inspector.  Alternatively a degree or equivalent qualification in a relevant subject(s) will be considered.

Seasonal Bee Inspectors              circa £21,415pa pro rata 
Home based two year fixed-term appointments  Wales - 1 post (West Carmarthenshire/South Pembrokeshire),  
Southern/South Eastern - 1 post (Buckinghamshire/ Berkshire),  Eastern - 1 post (Lincolnshire),  South Western - 2 Posts (Devon & Cornwall) 

Home based one year fixed-term appointment  Western - 1 post (West Midlands)

REF: CSP 3991                         Appointments will be for 5-6 months (approx.) each year, throughout the bee season

Closing Date:  24th March 2014

Fera is an Equal Opportunities Employer. For fixed-term appointments there is a possibility 
of extension. Benefits include a choice of valuable pension arrangements and we operate 
flexible working practices.

For further information and an application pack visit
www.fera.co.uk/careers/jobVacancies or email jobs@fera.gsi.gov.uk


