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19th January, 2021 

 

A social science study to support the Healthy Bees Plan 2030 

Dear Sir or Madam, 

Defra and the Welsh Government have contracted ICF, an independent research and 

evaluation consultancy, to carry out a social science study to support the Healthy Bees 

Plan 2030 (HBP 2030). 

The aim of the study is to provide Defra, the Welsh Government and other interested 

stakeholders with clear evidence on how best to support beekeepers and bee farmers - 

through education, information and advice - to enable them to effectively manage bee 

pests and diseases and ensure the long-term sustainability of their practice.  

This study is designed to provide three deliverables: 

1) Engagement with beekeepers: investigate the reasons and motivations behind people's 

decisions to start and stop beekeeping. 

2) Current training and information: analyse information flow, learning methods and social 

media that could be used to support beekeepers and beekeeping stakeholders. 

3) Other potential training and information sources: review information sources and resources 

that could be used to support bee farmers and continuous professional development.  

In the context of this study, Defra and the Welsh Government are keen to gather the views 

of individual beekeepers and bee farmers, national and local associations, as well as 

information providers and those delivering training. For this purpose, ICF will conduct the 

following activities: roundtables, surveys, interviews, and data collection.  

The contract with ICF will run from January 2021 to June 2021. During this period, ICF will 

reach out to relevant stakeholders to receive their inputs for the study.  



 

 

We consider your input very important for the quality and success of the study. We 

would therefore greatly appreciate your cooperation and participation in this 

exercise. Your involvement will be confidential and individuals will not be identifiable in 

any reports of the findings.  

If you have any questions regarding the study, please contact Belinda Phillipson at 

BeeHealth.Info@defra.gov.uk or Helene Beaujet at helene.beaujet@icf.com.   

Yours sincerely,  

 

 

Belinda Phillipson 
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